  Service…

     Worship…

     Accountability…

    Teamwork…
Student Ministries involves ministry by the adults of Epworth to young people both within the church and outside its walls.  Adults have committed to support these young people with their prayers, their presence, their gifts and their service. Adults serve our young people in a variety of ways; some are small-group facilitators, some teach short courses or Sunday School, some attend Sunday evening events to participate with the students, some travel on mission work-team trips, confirmation retreats, and other events out of town.

Our mission is to be a Biblically based and theologically sound evangelistic ministry by an adult ministry team to young people, both within the church and the community that reaches them where they are and moves them towards becoming fully committed disciples of Jesus Christ through relationally based and culturally relevant ministry that addresses the needs of the whole person.
· Confirmation: The journey from baptism to confirmation is an integral part of growing in the faith.  At Epworth we provide an intentional, year long experience for eighth grade students that leads to confirmation and that includes instruction in the fundamental doctrines of Christianity and the distinctive nature of United Methodism.  Spiritual disciplines as well as adventures in mission and discipleship are transforming components of the journey.

· Mission teams: Both our Junior High and Senior High students have the opportunity to participate in adventures in mission.  These transformational experiences allow our young people to discover what it means to be the hands and feet of Christ and to be engaged in mission to a hurting world.
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· Study: On Sunday mornings, Epworth provides separate classes for our Junior High and Senior High students.  These classes  provide the framework through which worship is understood, discipleship is developed and the Word of God comprehended. In addition to our Sunday morning Donuts and The Bible, Epworth offers Youth Disciple Bible Study and a number of “short courses”.  These courses typically consist of four to six weekly meetings of an hour each and focus on important issues in the lives of young people.
· Fellowship: Unstructured time is a precious commodity these days and Student ministries is intentional about setting aside time not to "do" but simply to "be".  During the summer months, especially, Student Ministries gathers for times of fun, food and fellowship that provide opportunities for relaxation and enjoyment in a safe and nurturing environment. 

●  6 & 7.5’s: On Sunday evenings at 6:00 PM (Junior High 7-8th) and at 7:30 PM (Senior High 9-12th) the students of Epworth gather together. Neither a class nor a program but also not without form and structure, 6 & 7.5’s bring together the Epworth students in times of celebration that unite growth in discipleship with having fun! Students come together as one community and develop bonds that endure and strengthen over time. One focus of 6 & 7.5’s is spiritual formation – the process by which one grows in relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

● Venture Crew & Scouting: Epworth is home to an exciting Venture Crew program in which many Junior and Senior High youth are involved. Epworth's Venture Crew is a co-ed program for ages fourteen to twenty years old, with an emphasis on “high adventure”.  Involvement in Venture Crew retreat weekends are a great supplement to Epworth SWAT Ministries.
●  Music: The young people of Epworth have the opportunity to be sing in choirs and participate in the bell choir as well as in the band that plays often on Sunday nights.  Carol singing at Christmas provides an opportunity to share the good news with others through song and is a family-oriented event. In addition, Student Ministries travels to concerts and other music events around the country.
●  Recreation: Student Ministries routinely have overnighters to provide the opportunity for fellowship along with trips to “high ropes” courses, skiing, bowling and a host of fun recreational activities throughout the year. 

●  Chick Chat: Epworth’s SWAT Ministries also involves a girl’s ministry with a quarterly event such as a girl’s sleepover, makeover or other activities as desired by the high school girls.  This Girl’s Ministry does not replace our Student Ministries programs, but is a great supplement with the issues and needs of teenage girls being the critical focus of Chick Chat.  

●  Opportunities for adults: We ask that you pray to discern how you are being called to minister to our young people.  God has a place for you in the lives of our students.  Please talk to us about opportunities for you to be in ministry to our teenagers.  It is a truism that everyone is very busy and that everyone thinks that someone else will step forward.  But ask yourself, “if not now, then when? If not me, then whom?”  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What does the Bible say to young people?

1 Timothy 4:12 reads,   “Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity”.  Our young people are capable of being an example to us all.  At Epworth we provide them with the opportunity to do just that.
What if my son or daughter doesn’t know anyone at Epworth?

The only way to make friends is to come and join in.  We are intentional about welcoming new faces and ensuring that our students get to know each other.  Friendships made in Student Ministries last a lifetime.

Are there ways for parents to be involved?

Yes!  There are many ways in which parents can participate in Student Ministries, either with their son or daughter or in a behind-the-scenes role.  Please contact Bob or Chuck to discuss your participation. 

What if my son or daughter missed confirmation in 8th grade, is it too late?
We make special arrangements for young people above 8th grade to participate in the confirmation journey and to be confirmed in the faith. 
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What if my son or daughter has special needs?

We minister to a number of young people with special needs and who are facing special challenges.  We make every effort to work with parents to ensure that all of God’s children, each of whom is precious in God’s sight, have a home away from home in our SWAT Ministries at Epworth.

What if the cost of mission trips or confirmation is just too much for our family?
We have scholarships funds available to ensure that family finances will not prevent a young person from growing in the faith as a disciple of Christ at Epworth. The awarding of scholarships is completely confidential and a matter between only the parent(s) and the Director & Assoc. Director of Student Ministries. 

What if I’m not sure if Student Ministries is the right fit for my son or daughter?
We invite you to visit our 6 & 7.5’s on a Sunday evening with your son or daughter and to see for yourself the ways in which our community of young people and adult counselors grow together, have fun together, and share life together.   

Please contact us with any questions about Student Ministries at Epworth:

Bob Knowles, Director of Student Ministries 

BobKnowles@Epworth.com   419.509.2353
Chuck Campos, Assoc. Dir. Student Ministries
Chuck@Epworth.com        419.902.2263

SWAT Student Ministries’ Web Site: http://www.EpworthSWAT.com
Epworth United Methodist Church

3077 Valleyview Drive

Toledo, Ohio 43617
419.531.4236

http://www.epworth.com
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     Students With A Task
        “I will remember my covenant
   with you in the days of
 your youth, and I will
establish with you an
 everlasting covenant.”


          Ezekiel 16:60
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